
President Obama “Work Hard: Get it DONE!” (Educ. Add #1) 
 To students at Eastwood Academy High School – Share this with your child& discuss it. 

www.eastwoodacademy.org/announcements/work-hard-get-it-done 
 
President Obama gave students a pep talk, telling them that a good education is the key to good jobs in the 21st 
century. Below you will find some of the quotes the Eastwood Family plans to extract from his speech. We will not 
only learn from the words of our Chief of Staff of all Armed Forces, but we also plan to take the words from our 
nation’s leader and put the ideas into action… 

“More and more, the kinds of opportunities that are open to you will be determined by how far you go in school”  

“In other words, the farther you go in school, the farther you’ll go in life.” - President Obama  

“Nobody gets to write your destiny but you,” Obama added, and the chances of success are dramatically 
improved “so long as you’re willing to stay focused on your education.” 

“An education has never been more important.” 

President Obama’s speech to our nation’s youth is included below: 

I’m sure there will be times in the months ahead when you’re staying up late cramming for a test, or dragging 
yourselves out of bed on a rainy morning, and wondering if it’s all worth it. Let me tell you, there is no question 
about it. Nothing will have as great an impact on your success in life as your education. More and more, the kinds 
of opportunities that are open to you will be determined by how far you go in school. In other words, the farther 
you go in school, the farther you’ll go in life. And at a time when other countries are competing with us like never 
before; when students around the world are working harder than ever, and doing better than ever; your success in 
school will also help determine America’s success in the 21st century. So, you have an obligation to yourselves, 
and America has an obligation to you to make sure you’re getting the best education possible. And making sure 
you get that kind of education is going to take all of us working hand-in-hand. 

It will take all of us in government — from Harrisburg to Washington — doing our part to prepare our students, all 
of them, for success in the classroom, in college, and in a career. It will take an outstanding principal and 
outstanding teachers; teachers who go above and beyond for their students. And it will take parents who are 
committed to your education. That’s what we have to do for you. That’s our responsibility. That’s our job. But 
here’s your job:  Showing up to school on time; paying attention in class; doing your homework; studying for 
exams; staying out of trouble. That kind of discipline and drive — that kind of hard work — is absolutely essential 
for success.   

I know — because I didn’t always have it. I wasn’t always the best student when I was younger; I made my share 
of mistakes. In fact, I can still remember a conversation I had with my mother in high school, when I was about the 
age of some of you here today. It was about how my grades were slipping, how I hadn’t even started my college 
applications, how I was acting, as she put it, “casual” about my future. It’s a conversation I suspect will sound 
familiar to some of the students and parents. And my attitude was what I imagine every teenager’s attitude is in a 
conversation like that. I was like- I don’t need to hear all this. So, I started to say that, and she just cut me right off. 
You can’t just sit around, she said, waiting for luck to see you through. She said I could get into any school in the 
country if I just put in a little effort. Then she gave me a hard look and added, “Remember what that’s like?   Effort?” 

It was pretty jolting, hearing my mother say that. But eventually, her words had their intended effect. I got serious 
about my studies. I made an effort. And I began to see my grades — and my prospects — improve. And I know 
that if hard work could make the difference for me, it can make the difference for you, too. 
 

I know some of you may be skeptical about that. You may wonder if some people are just better at certain things. 
And it’s true that we each have our own gifts and talents we need to discover and nurture. But just because you’re 



not the best at something today doesn’t mean you can’t be tomorrow. Even if you don’t think of yourself as a math 
person or as a science person — you can still excel in those subjects if you’re willing to make the effort. And you 
may find out you have talents you’d never dreamed of. You see, excelling in school or in life isn’t mainly about 
being smarter than everybody else. It’s about working harder than everybody else. Don’t avoid new challenge — 
seek them out, step out of your comfort zone, and don’t be afraid to ask for help; your teachers and family are 
there to guide you. Don’t feel discouraged or give up if you don’t succeed at something — try it again, and learn 
from your mistakes. Don’t feel threatened if your friends are doing well; be proud of them, and see what lessons 
you can draw from what they’re doing right. 
That’s the kind of culture of excellence you promote here at (EASTWOOD); and that’s the kind of excellence we 
need to promote in all America’s schools.  

But the truth is- an education is about more than getting into a good college or getting a good job when you 
graduate. It’s about giving each and every one of us the chance to fulfill our promise; to be the best version of 
ourselves we can be. And part of what that means is treating others the way we want to be treated — with 
kindness and respect. 

Now, I know that doesn’t always happen; especially not in middle or high school. Being a teenager isn’t easy. It’s 
a time when we’re wrestling with a lot of things. When I was your age, I was wrestling with questions about who I 
was; about what it meant to be the son of a white mother and a black father, and not having that father in my life. 
Some of you may be working through your own questions right now, and coming to terms with what makes you 
different.  And I know that figuring all that out can be even more difficult when you’ve got bullies in class who try to 
use those differences to pick on you or poke fun at you; to make you feel bad about yourself. In some places, the 
problem is more serious. There are neighborhoods in my hometown of Chicago, where kids have hurt one 
another. And the same thing has happened here in Philly. 
 

So, what I want to say to you today — what I want all of you to take away from my speech — is that life is 
precious, and part of its beauty lies in its diversity. We shouldn’t be embarrassed by the things that make us 
different. We should be proud of them. Because it’s the things that make us different that make us who we are. 
And the strength and character of this country have always come from our ability to recognize ourselves in one 
another, no matter who we are, or where we come from, what we look like, or what abilities or disabilities we have. 
I was reminded of that idea the other day when I read a letter from Tamerria Robinson, an 11-year old girl in 
Georgia. She told me about how hard she works, and about all the community service she does with her brother. 
And she wrote, “I try to achieve my dreams and help others do the same.” “That,” she wrote, “is how the world 
should work.” 
 

I agree with Tamerria. That is how the world should work. Yes, we need to work hard. Yes, we need to take 
responsibility for our own education. Yes, we need to take responsibility for our own lives. But what makes us who 
we are is that here, in this country, we not only reach for our own dreams, we help others do the same. This is a 
country that gives all its daughters and all its sons a fair chance. A chance to make the most of their lives. A 
chance to fulfill their God-given potential. 

And I’m absolutely confident that if all our students — here at Masterman, and across this country — keep 
doing their part; if you keep working hard, and focusing on your education; if you keep fighting for your 
dreams and if all of us help you reach them; then not only will you succeed this year, and for the rest of 
your lives, but America will succeed in the 21st century. Thank you, God bless you, and may God bless 
the United States of America. 
 


