Autism Now: A PBS Six-part Series on Autism in the USA in 2011: NewsHour founder and former anchor Robert MacNeil's six-part series on the puzzling prevalence of Autism in the U.S. aired on PBS NewsHour April 15 to 25, 2011.  Robert MacNeil first spoke with Jim Lehrer about what's explored in the series and described how Autism has affected his family.  OneWorld visitors can Reserve a copy of Autism Now on DVD from PBS, Channel 13 through this link.  The series is truly informative.  We highly recommend it to anyone who wishes to learn more about Autism.  OneWorld has no connections to PBS.  However, having done a program on Autism, we believe that every special education teacher and parents should see this series and have the DVD copy of the series in their libraries.  It is that good.
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  Autism Now: MacNeil, Lehrer Discuss 'National Emergency' Explored in Series 4/15/ 11              7:34.   Here is a link to Autism 101 – A truly enlightening explanation of all aspects of Autism; it    is in a Q & A format  Autism 101 and Resources | PBS NewsHour | April 13, 2011 | PBS DSM-1V description represents only a part of the picture. Click the link above to read about it.
Autism Now: Part 1: 15:22   Robert MacNeil Shares His 6-Year-Old Grandson Nick's Story 



Autism Now: Meet Nick, Robert MacNeil's Grandson 
SUMMARY
In the first of six reports in his Autism Now series, former NewsHour anchor Robert MacNeil takes viewers on a visit with his 6-year-old grandson, Nick, to see how autism affects the whole family. Nick experiences autism not just as a brain-development disorder, but also as physical ailments affecting his whole body.
Autism Now Part 2: 12:16 Exploring the 'Phenomenal' Increase in U.S. [image: image5.jpg]


Prevalence      

  SUMMARY
 In the second report in his Autism Now series, Robert MacNeil investigates why the         number of children with autism is increasing in the U.S. He meets children at different points on   the autism spectrum and gets several views on the increase in prevalence -- from better 
  
   diagnosis to a variety of environmental factors.

Autism Now  Part 3: 14:48 Autism’s Causes: How Close Are We to Solving the Puzzle?

[image: image6.jpg]


    SUMMARY
 The rise in the number of reported autism cases has caused a surge in research to find the               causes. For the latest thinking, Robert MacNeil speaks with four leading researchers about 
      the issue. It's part three of the Autism Now series of reports.
Autism Now | PBS NewsHour | PBS  - Link to extensive interview transcripts online at PBS Autism Now is a six-part series on autism. ... Part 4: Demand for Educational Resources for Children Outstrips Supply www.pbs.org/newshour/news/autism/  This link is to written segments.  Below is the video segment.

Autism Now Part 4: 10:38 Demand for Education Resources for Children Outstrips Supply.


  Summary: For public school systems, the demand for special educational and treatment resources for children with autism often outpaces what is available. In the fourth report in his Autism Now series, Robert MacNeil looks at how two schools in the New York City area handle teaching children and teens with autism.
Autism Now Part 5: 12:10  For Adults with Autism, Few Support Options Past Age 21   


 
Summary: Although federal law mandates educational services for children with autism, 
there are virtually no support services provided once they become adults. In the fifth report in his 
Autism 
Now series, Robert MacNeil profiles a young man in New Jersey -- and his family -- as 
they face an uncertain future for him.

Autism Now Part 6: 13:35  How Should We address Deepening ‘National Health Emergency’?




Summary: Governments, educators, families and public health officials face mounting challenges in dealing with autism as the prevalence in the U.S. continues to grow. In the concluding segment in his Autism Now series, Robert MacNeil explores these issues and possible solutions in a roundtable with four autism researchers and advocates. 
RECENT HEADLINE:
Latest Research Holds Clues to Causes of Autism
LESSON PLAN:
Autism: Do You Have A Friend Who Thinks In Pictures?
"I think we know a lot about things that help not to cure autism, but to make it better. But the degree to which it's actually offered to people or accessible to people ranges tremendously." 

- Catherine Lord, University of Michigan professor of psychology, pediatrics and psychiatry

